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SUCHITRA MITRA

As the youngest of a family deeply devoted to everything Tagore stood for,
Suchitra imbibed her love of the songs and poetry of Rabindranath. From
childhood she had unerring ear for music and a natural gift of voice and
expression. After taking her diploma from Sangit-Bhavana, Suchitra
resumed her academic studies and graduated with an M.A. degree. Thereafter
her main preoccupation was the organization of her own school of Rabindra-.
3angit. The school started in 1946 and was named as “"RABITIRTHA." As a
teacher, Suchitra has proved herself equal to her sSuccess as an exponent
and interpreter. She has been associated also with Rabindra-Bharati
University. Suchitra has travelled widely in India and abroad.

Although the songs of Tagore have been her main interest, Suchitra has not
been averse to participating in such other performing arts as dance, drama
or recitation -- provided, of course, Rabindranath was connected with the
numbers in some way.

suchitra's personality is moulded by the songs she sings in all their
variegated modes and moods. Her songs evoke visions of beauty and wonderment,
colour and fragrance, love and pain, memories and longing, joy and freedom.

suchitra Mitra is considered as one of the most exponent classical artists of
Rabindra-Sangit and in recognition thereof she was awarded "Padmasrae” in 1973.
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Tashe Desh

"Tatker Deik®™ or "The Kirgdem of Cardi®™. & tatire on convestions) 1ife,
wirf orlghnally éonsdlivid by Thjors §i & iborl flary Alssdt hilf & cinbury
earlier chan V06 deasatized varslos come beilern Cha public.

Th locition & ke ftary 1% 8a an 14ldsd, Ehg cinizesd of which iFp Afgud
16 the lmdge o7 playieg cards, piiated, dedigned and Dabelled secerding
o an uncharesble cofe of rulex. To 200 & stageani society comes the
masagt of powth and liboriy and oreasst o commsbion which Ii-rl.ui.l'l;f
deitropd the age-gld fuwdisss and beliefs of the Iilanders.

THE BDEARGA

The drama openi with the prince, who symbalices yoath, dirclazing o his frbend, che
meerchant's son, his feeliag of utrer boredom with the hfe of exma b was leading and hig
l-un;in'_ for 4o Jdveniurous wayage across the seai b wrange lands, The quem mather,
realising her 3on'y restlerincas, expresses consent 1o che jeurncy and blester him,

The scene shifts and we Bod the prince and the merchast's son shipwrecked and
stranded in an unknown island, peopled by men and women of hobics 1o sceanpe thar they
wenhd apptar to be almost waresl, Frae their 12ilted tpeech and their geomenric mevg.
mentd it appeared that they Bad oo will of their cwn. In face, they seemed o be Buite
toatent wilh am existence in which all actiosd were controdied by an isexorable code of
conduct sanctifed By traditica. The prince, howewver. annot help bursting lsco fics ol
laughter at thesr astics. This shocks the islanders as lasghoer [as aise sneeting) h tabog
im their land.

Ar thia stage, the Ruber of the Bliad enters cthe scenc followed by the gueen,
primzesier and courtiers. Tha princely visitar welcomes him with a song which offends the
gathering & being tacrilegicus snd they deek to purdy the atmosphere by singing the
Mational Anthem of their island kingdam, The king then asks the Forelgn visioor il be hag
Erought any gift, te which the prince replies that he has browght the rarest of gdis —che
pift of ‘restleisacsy’ —to the plackd land. The audaciows remark creaves 3 stir and che
banithreent of thie whsitor i3 demanded, bug the queen and the princesses, whose hearts sre
slready maved by the appeal of the wigiting prince, oppose the demand for banishment,

The presascs af the prines would appear o have erested an wphoxesl In the thoughe-
proceises of the islanders, They have grown restless and chey wander about in the forese,
The maidens inspired by their new awareness of the beavty of mavure starg sieging sengs of
bove. BMature speais (o them, cleuds bring mystic messages o chem from h::p:u.nd tha
Poripem, Hartand, 2 princets, is seen Buly gathering flowers in the forest. Kuwitan, » prinee,
caames 1o take her back Buk she has no time fer what appeirs 16 her row to be a pecrified
court. He it myitified By htr serange sctiouds bur sbawly snd sleett uakaowingly itarts
falling in lewa with ker: primeval pearnings seem w be stlrelng in Eis heart, Elm.llarlr'1 thi
rest of the islanders become aware of changes waking place within chemselves; they bave
sarted dreaming dreams of romance.

The hin' appears on the wtene and exprosses surprise ot the perfume of Aewery
and singing of berds and when he faces hit courtiers, he i3 amazed a8 their foss of rigidicy
In mavement and behavicur. He calls for the wisiting prince’s explination for creating
indiscipling amangst the iilandere, The prince roplion that he did whiat he did because he
wanted ga. The rest of the gatheriap including the quece, ome by ane, repeat what the
pringe 33.d. The king thercupan arders the baniabment of the quesn, But as she i3 about to
leawe, he begs ber vo gake him aloag with ber. This way the king toe b freed fram che
ape-old bonds of rigid conduct ard they all join bn o sing the song of emancipatian.



THE DANCE DRAMA

“TASHER DESH"”
(Kingdom of Cards)

PERFORMED BY

RABITIRTHA GROUP

DANCE DRAMA ADAPTATION:

CHOREOGRAPHY:
LIGHTING:

PROGRAMME COORDINATOR
IN INDIA:
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SUCHITRA MITRA
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